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A Guide to the Greenwood Tarot

This book compliments the information written by Mark Ryan in the book that
accoimpanies the Greemvood Tarct cards, | have expanded upon the expéanations
of the mincr arcans, court cards and the Wheel of the Year lay out The
superimposition we have made between the Greenwood Tarot and the Wheel of the
Year is not incidental or artificial; it is an impertant rediscovery: we belleve the
Wheel of the Year wae the underlying system for the criginal tarct decks.

Tarot designs emerged in vaxrious forme in falian courts in the Iste Middle Ages.
Criginslly they were commissioned for the rich, being hand painted and gilded. With
the inventicn of printing they could be produced for the general public. Tarct cards
are the product of 3 medieval need to explain and unify the workings of the world,
religicn and the state. Thus a Knight and Queen, Judgerrent and the Hierophant are
in & pack as well as Strength and Justice, Some of the original decks included the
four elemsnts and signs of the zodiac. 1t ie only the wheel that unifies these
disparate archetypes.

The seascnal cycle of the Wheel of the Yesr was the basis of the Christian year and
feast days, which in tum was overkaid on the pre-Christian sacred year. A
complicated system of symbolism and cslendnical observation based on the eight-
fold division of the year iz evident in the SBoyne Valley rronurments (Newgrange,
Knowth) Eire 3,800 BCE. There mounds and stones are figned to the aclar and
lunar rising and setting times of all eight festavals.

It i= obvicus that io an earlier hunting and gathering culture, subtle cbservation of
seascnal change vas essential for survival. The tarot is subtrtled the 'pre-Caeltic
Shamaniem of the Mythic Forest. This maans that we have traced the origins of the
archetypal figures in the tarct back to their pre-histornic roots; taking what 2 most
ancient and updating it, 3o that it is relevant to the contemperary world. It took me
four years fo research and recreate the Greemvoed Tarct; | Bved it day and night. |
was continually struck by the importance of the tarot 3z a unified system a
wonderful map, combining and explaining psychological states, defties, archetypes,
and the natural world. The Greemwoed Tarct is a form of eco-psychology, 8 modem
shamanism | believe in magic, in wonder, in the extracrdinary that can cccur when
one's heart is open to possibilities.

The tarot cannct predict the future "set in stone’, but it can danfy future possible
cutcomss should cne approach life in centain states of mind, ane is not 2 victim of
fate, the outcorme of most readings can be changed by & changs of attitude. An i
depth study of the tarot will give you profound insights, and help you kve in harmeny
with yoursalf and the werld around you, enabling you to bridge the distant past and
the near future,

All the cards are based on European images; spparent similarties between our deck
and other ‘native’ mythclogiss are bacause of similanties in eary climate and
lifestyles. For ingtance the continent that is now the USA had loe Ages like Ewope
with the same prehistonc animals, i.6., mammoth; Prezevalski horses and cave
bears, A human in bison skin and hormns was painted in a French cave (Chauvet) c,
28,000 BCE, echoing the conterrporary Native American sacred bison dancsrs.
The Greenwood Tarct sims 10 give & cohsrent Eurcpean shamanic system so that
there is no need to steal imagery from other cultures,
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Looking st the aeparate sheet of the Wheel of the Yesr, you can see the 78 tarct
cards placed arcund the wheal. Thers are 22 majer arcana, these have been placsed
very specifically £o as to provide an initiatory joumey. The time of year influences
and aexplains the major arcana that are sligned with it

My revolutionary discovery that the minor arcana are fragmented parts of the masjor
arcana they accorrpany rmukes sense of their inclusion in @ deck. | have carefully
redesigned a full pictorial miner arcans, taking Pamela Colerran-Smith's cards from
the Rider-Waite deck as a basts. For those with provious knowledge of the tarot,
placing the Rider-Waite cards, or similar pack, in the Wheel lay cut will lllustrate its

importancs.

The Greenwood Tarot differs from a traditional deck only in its re-empowerment of
some of the figures, divorcing them from their medieval origins. We have also
replaced the tradticnal court cards, king, gueen, knight, page, with the totemor
sacred birds and anirrals of the land, | have placed the Greemwood Tarot in 2
Shamanic Univarss, & cohsrent primal system where the cosmic, the human and the
natural are given egual weight and meaning. The intemnal or psychological world is
profoundly influenced by your intersction with extemal everyday reality.

The figures in the major arcana and the anirmals of the court cards are guides that
bridge the two realities, The minor arcana holds keys to emctional moods or biocks
that help or hinder theaa hamonies.

The Wheel Explained,

Locking at the separate sheet of the Whee! of the Year, you can sae that the
colours form & colour wheel, red, crange, yeliow, green, blue, indigo, viclet, with
while and black added. The colours 2t the cardinal points are for the four elements.
Red for Fire {wands): the red of the spring dawn sun: Whitelyellow for Air (arrows):
the white disc of the summer noon sun: Green/ biue for water (cups); the colour of
greenery reflacted in water Indigablack for Earth (stones); the dark soll, the night
gky, the deep cave. Thus red, white, green and black farmthe four sacred
prehistoric colours.

The whedl is divided into the quarter days-the Equincies and the Solstices (the
solar cross) snd the croes-quarter days, Imbelc, Beltane, Lammas and Samhain; the
funar croes.

The Wheel of the Year is a useful and ancient map. It 13 simple yet profound. Fig.2
shove how it relstes to the Three Worlds of most sharmanic traditions.

The Upperworld is the sky, the Spiritual descending to earth, illumination, visicn,
vitzlity. If one sees the whesl as a tree (Fig.3) the Upperwerd is the outspread
branches, supporting numercus life-ferrms, reaching out o the future and new
growth. One of the reascns the Osk is considered the Eurcpean Werld Tree

is that its rocts are a8 extensive as its branches o that the sky and the earth (the
head and fee?) (Fig.4) are equally balanced. In this system the Loverworid is not
the shadowside of the sky, part of a duslistic reality where the ‘white ight' of the sky
snd spirit is aimed for, without a grounded reverence for the deep dark richness of
cur roots, a love of rmatter, of our bedies. The Lowerworld i3 a place of Ancestral
Wisdom, of caves and deep lakes, of stillness and rest, of being content in
ouresives and our emarcnment. The roots feed cn what is decomposed, recycled;
death iz not an inert static state; what was once formed is unformed and reused,
The dead have many voicss. Our Hemmit, etanding in the Lowenwerld =t Micwintsr,
does not cimp away fromthe earth up & mountain to seek wisdom, she leads yeu
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into the rocta of the tree #sa¥f, for the teschings of the land corme to those who are
close fo the earth, Fig 4 shows the human ferm placed on the Wheel, the haad in
the Upperworid, the feet in the Lowerworkd. The cantral peint is the navel, from
where the umbilical cord grevs which linked you to your rrother, and is thersfore
actually and symbolically the thread of life.

Fig2
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The approximate shape of the belly button the centre of the navel, the cup and ring
mark, has been used since Neanderthal times as a prirmary symbol of life and death.
Ses Ace of Swones: Foundaticn.

The major arcana cards of the Uppervworld are the Graenman and Greenwoman
(traditionally the Emperor snd Empress). They are shown as foliate heads
embodying the guaiities of the Upperworid and midsummer, intelligence and vision,
spiritual mediators, healers, people that generate warnth, abundance and speak
aloguent truths. If they live too much in their heads thay are brought down to earth
a3 the wheel turns at Lammas, and the world is tumed on its head, i.e., the Sasted
Qsk (Fig.4)

Figure 2 shows the intertwined red and white serpents or dragons, more anciently
depicted as horses. See Salance. Thess represant the two polaric currents which
flow through ail aspects of ife. Their influences are subtie and mutable, and are
clarified by this incorparation of them inte the wheel system

Red: Biood of birth, of menstruation, of hunting and sttack, of death, of the flarmes of
a fire, of the sun; its heat, and of wamth of heart. Of the red earth, of red ochre
used for preserving skine (tanning) and painting, of chalybesie (iron-besring)
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spnngs, such as Chalice Well in Glastonbury. of anger, determination, will, passion,
White: Breast milk, semen, ash of fire, bones of the dead, ghosts and spirits, snow
and ice, Noon of SUMmer sun, meon, chalkkime bearing springs and wells,
compassion, quiet, sensitivity, inactivity, withdraval, passivity.
The guaities of red and white have recaently been gendered-red more sctive and
foroeful, thus male: white more passive and gentle, thus fermale. This is prejudics
and there is no ancient basis for this. Previously the currents were non-gendered so
that symbelicslly one could become a whaole person in oneself.
Thie saxiamwas also present in the medieval genderising of the middie world where
traditionally crucified Christ replacsd the shamanic or universal figure, with a8 moon
snd Mary Msagdalene beside his left hand, and John the Baptist at his right hand or
solar side.

Fig4
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The Ieft/sinister vas placed in the element of water, of intuition snd was considerad
a farmale piace of fear , darkness and uncertainty that one ‘el into’ after the wheal
turned at midsummer. Yet Christianity placed Christ's sacrificial desth at the life
giving Spring time of the Vernal Equinax (March 21st.) Removing all thie Chnstian
overiay, one can think of the left hand being receptive, psychic, empathetic;
receiving hesling st the Autumn Equinex. and the right hand being active, dynamic,
actually making fire, tools, firing the long bow, making decisions.

| have placed the chakras sround the wheel; thiz is not & ‘new-age’ gimmick. (Fig.4)
You can see that aithough the chakras are placed round the wheel in their
traditional sequence, they have no suparficial comelation to the ‘universal' figure. i.e.
the crown chakra is not st the hesd, because this would be an averemphasis on the
head: an inpouring of energy that one could not ground.

The actual placement of the crown chakra at lmbolc, i.e. by the feet, mesns that the
spiritual connection, the possible continual renewsl of energy. is greunded and that
one is stable if one is already balancad. The brow chaikra is activated in Spring with
the will and conscicus mind of the Archer and Justics. The brow aleo reprasents the
pineal gland responsible for 2 sense of direction which the Archer requires for
sEming true, being focusad in the world. The throat chakra st Beltans is the joy of
ughter, of inging, of kissing. The haart of the Greenman and Greenwoman cpens
vith their generaticn of ife, and their nurturing of the young; the sclsr plexus at
Lammas i3 concemed with issues of personal and emctional power. its cantring oc
itz loss, The sexual chakra st Autumn Equinox iz concemed with the subtie tides of
sensusaiity, ovulation, psychism The base chakra at Samhsin hokds deep saxual
power, grounding if used wisely, but can uproct and disturb if abused or unused.
The sighth chakrs, the wonb is the gestation place, the anchor for cne &t Midwintsr,
harbouring new birth, actually or symiciically in womb-like structures such a3 caves
or mounds. See Judgement.

Tha Greanwood Tarot i3 an inbistory cycle. | would advise that you at lesst once
follow the cards and the text arcund the wheel. This could then be repested as &
seasonal maditation, or as a basis for inspination snd caramony.

The Sequence of the Cards
The Fool Eights Y
The Ancastor: The Scer
The Star Nines
Aces The Shanon i
The Archer Tens \
Justice The Moon
TWO= The Sun
The Lovers The World Tree
Balance Stoat
Threes Fox
The Greenwoiman Hare
The Greenman Adder
| The Fours G Woodpacker
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The Slasted Oak Havk
Strangth Deer
Fives Lynx
Reflection Kingfisher
Wheel of Fortune Salmon
Sixes Heron
Death Reindser
The Guardian Wren
Sevens Walf
The Herrmit Bear
Judgement Horse
The Major Arcana

The Fool

World; alf three, iower, middls, upper.

A young and besutiful figure opans their heart to the universe. Clothed in feathers
and gresnery, they sre illuminated by the heart of the Greenvood. There iz a playful
and naive aspect to their character. and they hold the sun and rroon in their hands
like balls. Although they are suddenly inspired by insights into ancther world and
life, and are open to exploring it, they do not have the undarstanding or
responsibility necessary for grounding it However, it is often The Fool that sees
more cf the pattems of life, however momentarily, than those whose fest are firmiy
on the earth. So in this card The Fool has | 'vision' of their future jsurnay, a
kabyrinth, shimmering vath stars behind them The Fools’ soul is re-animatsd, but
st as a butterfly may live for only a few daws, this state of divine illumination is not
be maintained for long pericds &5 it leads to ‘bum-out’. Many posts, writers, and
musicians die young. unabie to move from this state of baing. Tha path forvard is
explained in the card. The knotted kerchief (of red and white-one's essential encrgy)
contains one's previous experiencs. The Fool must pick that up and take it with
them, rather than leaping blindly , unwiling to face responsibility for the potential re-
creation of a pattem of behavicur that needs bresking. Note that the ‘Foal’ stands
unavare of the precanous slant of the ¢, and is out of thair tree; i.e. standing
above the trea that is their grounded bedy. The Fool must fy off the <iiff and follow
the inner voice of their heart (85 yet undevelcped) the srmall white deer, 50 that they
can valk on the land and meet the first guide on their journey-The Ancestor.

The Ancestor (lraditional card Meirophant)

Minor arcana: Aces Postion on wheel, Imbolc. Sement. esrth/Sre Chakra: crown.
Colour: \iclet. Polarty: vhite.

This is an image of my very first vision that appeared to me many years ags, Even
though I did not understand it at the time, | remsined true to it, and knew that by
having it my life had irevocably changed.

The Image shows a reindeer figure (female reindeer are antiered) holding a frame
drumand a3 leaping horse drum stick with which she is beating the hesart of the
frozen kand alive.
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Beside her, there are reindeer prnts in the snow, demarcating your way info the
Groemwood to begin your initstory cycle. The first trackways were made by the
repeated travelling of tribes along the migratory routes of the reindeer, who followed
the sarme paths for thousands of years. The reindeer veare therefore scen a5
spiritual’shamaniatic guides, aleng all actual 25 vell 55 visionary paths. (This is
brilliantly documented in the Saami film ‘Pathfindec ). The Ancesfor is therefore the
guardian of all those who have walked these ways before you, holding the gentle
wigdom of all ancestral mermory.

She is the creatrix, caling forth the four elements, (the Aces), and therefore the
weorld itself, into baing.

Venus rises beside the now moon as first light breaks. This star = aiso your star of
destiny, the guiding star of your Iife, your soul er guardian angel. Mesling enargy
renevs, and cleanses the crown chakra and surs, pouning down froma higher
source- The Star. .

Drawing The Ancestor meane a new start, profound insights, spiritual guidance, a
feeling of being on the right path, being quided by means of drearms and visions. A
spiritusd blessing on one’s Ife.

The Pole Star

Minor arcana; Aces Posttion on wheel: Imbolc. element: earth/Aire

Chakra: crown. Colour: Wialet. Polamty: white.

Tirme of day: first light Chakra: crovn Colour: Violet Polarity: White

if The Ancestor is associated with tha beginnings of human consciousness, and the
formulation of a mytholegy based en the interaction between people and the kand:
then the Staris concerned vath creation myths of the earth itself. Where do we come
from? |s there a apintual conaciouaness behind our existence? Is there a desper
purpose underying cur lives? Ancient beliefs thought that the souls of the dead
returned to the stars, and new born souls came into phyeical incamation from the
stars. Nowadays grest importance is placed on recording cur exact time of birth so
that our astrolcgical chart can be generatad, giving us & lifs psttern basad on the
interaction between ssrth, planets and constallations. We consist of atoms and
particies like stars. The most ancient syrrbol of life and desth in Europesn culture is
the cup and ring rmark, and this i5 the shape mads by stare fonming therreeives in
the cosmos. This shape itself clarfies why The Star card Is linked 1o the Aces-from
ncthing, somsthing is formed, Le. 0 becotres one. The Star and The Ancestor form
a creation myth; because this has been forgotten it is important to resksle &
‘Fromtha essence of stars in the univeres, the earth was created, and was blessed.
The first tree cn earth veas the silver birch; the Werdd Tree. Fromthe tree emerged
its guardian, the first reindser, The Primsl Shaman, who waits until the first ight, the
dawn of human coneciousness, aware of the guidance and blessing of her origine
The Star. With an archaic singing, She drurrs the mandest workd into being. First
the four clements, the Breath of Iife, the Spark of iife, the Waters of kfe, and the first
lsnd-the Foundation. Then She calls the prirral forest, the birds and snamais, the
first pecple. She then marks cut the first pathvay with her own totern, the reindser.
And she will walk foraver with all genarations, 50 that they rray remember their
ongins in the atars, and leam wisdom from those who have preceded them”

In the picture of The Star card, hesling, radiance and a renewal of blessing pours
down upen the pole (crown) of the earth.
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By visualising this card and the purity of the four elements, you can work tosards
haaling the temble damage we have inflicted upen the czone kayer, water system
and the earth itself.

Pesitive, focused and energised visualisation = 2 very powerful means of effecting
change.

Drarwing The Star card signifies a reneval of spiritual energy, cleansing and healing,
a revitalised sense of direction, guidance from your ‘lucky star’, an intuitve
knowledge of your destiny.

The Aces

major ercana: Ancestor Position an whee!: imbale. Chekra: crowm.

Ace of Wands: § of Life

Againet the dark sky of the primal beginnings, sparks fiy, generated by a bows drill.
This s a prehisforic method of starting a fire by rotating a central pole/stick with a
small bow. The ability to make fire vwas one of the first significant acts of hurran
conscious will. Fire also represents sap, vitslity, the spark of Fe that animates
creation, Energy rises, spiralling upwards, so that nature can ficurish. The heart
shaped greenery are syrbalically the dual polaric energies that flow araund the
central sxis of the Tree of Life, and one's spine. Renewed will and Iife snergy.
Sudden detarmination and acticn. Refurn of heaith. Positive enargy. A new force in
ene's life, 25 yot unformed and unchanelled.

Ace of Arrows: Breath of Life

This image shows the head of the chalk nill figure cut in turf 2t Uffington, S.England.
(See also The Sun and The Horse). There vas oncs a long barmow for burials built
within her mouth 50 that symbolically she gives the breath of life to the daad. Her
aye is open and radiant, as new Iife is envisioned.

The rrorming star illuminates the night sky, and the mere breathes light into the
frosty February air. Tender and gentie leve that revives one with the 'kiss’ of life.
Renewsd of inspiration, 2 reconnaction to life, truth and wisdem, spoken from the
horses mouth

Ace of Cups: Waters of Life

On a frosty moming pure blessed vater overflows from a silver chalice in the shape
of a white hart's head, revitaliging the waters of e, Springs rise up from their
gource deep within the earth, giving purs water which Is recycled from min which fall
thouzands of years 890; i.6. one recaves new inspiration from ancestral wisdom
Obvicusly a clean source of varter is literally the water of life, and the basic nead of
all settlements. The ice of winter melts with a reneval of inspiration, and one is
emoticnslly swakened. Sensuality returns. The swan is & symbol of the radiant saul,
here ‘crowned’ by the moming star, Venus. A candie for the fMame of the heart is
held within the src of the crescent moon.

Ace of Stones: Foundation

This card shows an ancient mozsy standing sione inscribad with & labyrinth and cup
and ring marks. Mythically the foundaticn stone means the first dry land on which
iife could begin. Also the first created form, matter, the mother stone, the firm ground
from which one can begin one's journey and measure the eight directions, the
birthing ground, the navel stone. The Labyninth i2 the place where your jioumey
begins; the first steps: the cup and ring marks represent the sourcs, your
emergence into this werld. The horse's hoof mark, considerad vulic in shape (see
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The Horss) means the source of life-the first steps on dry land; following the
onginal horse herds led to your food source. A new stabllity entsrs your FHe.

The Archer (traditional card, Chanof)

Minor arcans: Twos  Position an wheel! Spring Eguinox. Bement: Fire

Chekra: brow. Colour. red. Polarly: red. Time of day: Devm

Awvoman aime with focused intent preparing to release her arow: This longbow is
baged on the yew longbow dated 2,300 BCE found by a wooden trackway near
Glastonbury. A stone bracer is wrapped by leather thongs round her wrist. This
prevents the arrows chafing her arme when released. To shoot & bow efficiently, one
needs lo be both physically and mentally staady, with a clear intention. This ie
pasitive, directed energy. To be a successful archer in prehistoric times, one would
nead a detailed knowledge of the kand arcund you, the lie of the ksnd, the habitat
Your senses have to be slert, your life energy foremoet: carsless lack of
concantration could put your own life in danger.

This card Is to do with having a clear sense of direction. If The Ancestor leads you
on to your path, The Archar teaches you how to walk that path with indepandancs,
detenmination and focused skl

This card links o the Spring Equinox; & time to put the past behind you, to ook o
the future. It is the skill of The Archer tivat unifies the duality of infended and actual
am

It is & tragedy that women and children are now afraid {o explore vioodiand and
other sacred places aione, and that these sanctuaries have becoms defiled and
unprotected, Imegine The Archer 85 Artamis, the Goddess of the wild wood, in her
prmal aspect ag a towering figure walking across the landscape, using the golden
arrows of the dawn sun to inscribe a gelden circle sround an area of kand to protect
it. Imagine her and her hounds standing with her bow waiting to defend the
vulnerable.

Justice

Minar arcana: Twes Poeation on vheeal: Spring Equinox. Slament. Fire

Thig unusual representation of Justice was influenced by the moving sppearance of
Herne the Hunter 35 guardian of the justice of the land In the TV series Robin of
Sherwood, in which Mark Ryan played Nazir. Heme would apgear when the forest
and its human guardians were threatened, warning them to act in its defence.
Thern is strength in this card, that wall not tolerate injustice. The deer speaks with
the voica of nature itsell. This card is particularty apphcable st the moment when so
many forests are being destroyed. Hemne stands finmly, watching you with ancient
ayes; tangled moss-covered branches of the Wildwood are anirsted by the spring
gap. The red dawn sky errphasises the reawakenad will to act. In one hand he haids
the cutting edge of the axe, in the other & shisld. upon which is the major cak of
Sherwood Forest, a symbol of injustics thwarted; of the dispossessed in the
Greanwood mythos defending themselves, and their natural right to live off the
bounty of the land. The anergies in both Justice and The Archer cards require
steadiness of intention; carsful consideration and wise action. If unharnessed,
neadstrong: impetuous impatience leads to ineffective action.

Justice is a strong and powerful slly; a guide o a wise balance betwoen action and
defence.
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The Twos

Mgjor srcana: Archer, Justice Position on vheel: Spving Equinex. Chakra; brow
Two of Wands: Decision

Afigure #Mluminated and radiant with the dawn sun, stand= =t 3 gatewsy, spring
enargies nsing at their fest, with their old life behind them and a new life in front
They are deciding on how best to move forvard. They are poised batween two
viorids. A reawakening. Teme to move from introspection into practical reality.
Striking out on one's own. The figure is based on the chalk figure of the "Lang One
of Wilmington', UK.

Two of Arrows: Injustice

The traditicnal figure of Justice is ironicaily blindfolded, and therefore without clarity
of visicn. She sits =tiffly, hands crossed over her heart, upon a fonral seat, isclated
from cthers by steps, enabling her to look down on cthers. The Archer's bow of
focused decision-rmaking lies broken at her feet. The scales of justios are already
unbalanced in favour of the light. and the “white'. Sormecne whe judges cthers from
& position of arrogant supenonty. often stermming from & fesrful withdrawn heart
Two of Cups: Attraction

Twe figures stand in polaric attraction to each cther, the dawn sun rising above
tham The heart opens batween them The picture shirrrmers with the ‘slectricity’ of
thair rmeeting. At this moment the energy is hald in tension; should their union be
fulfilled, they move into The Lovers and Bafance cards.

Two of Stones: Challenge

Two mad march hares box each other on a bridge where the stone supports ars
buffeted by swirling currents. The confrontation on | bridge, before reaching the
heart of the Greenwood occurs in the Robin Hood mythos, where Little John
chalenges Robin Hood with @ guarter staff. Confrontation, manifested tensions.,
rivairy, arguments, that are often not well foundad. but they need to be bridged
before you can move forweard.

The Lovers

Minor arcena: threes Position on whee!: Bolfane, Slament: Fire/Air

Chakra: throst Colour: arangedose-gold. Folamty: white

The woman has a green woodpecker head-dre=s, hawthom leaves and May
blessom, all symbolic of the heart of the Greenwood. She i a lady of May, of
SeNSUSUS SeNsitivity, young, loving and trusting. She glows with warmith and heert;
beside her grows an arum By, called ‘Lords and Ladiss’. Her lover i3 aiso crowned
with hawthorn, with the gest homs and legs of the young Pan, the wild male sspact
of natura.

Between them is the maypcle, or living birch tree, once erected every Beltane. This
reprasents the Tree of Life, spanning the three worlds. These would be the
Lowerworid, where the tree is stabilized by baing placed in a shaft in the ground, the
middle worls- the actual and upen which people would dance, and the Uppenvord
or the top of the maypole, which usually had three foliste rings hanging upon it. Itis
love that enables one to transcend the boundaries of these worlds, uniling the
physical, emctional and the spiritusl. Bsitane s stil @ comrron time fo be
handfastad. In some ways this is a card of young or new love, yet to be tested by
tirree.
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Lovers 2

This is 8 non-genderad Lovers card, which was turnad down by the publisher, but is
avallable if preferred. (See back page.)

Twe people, deer headed, to aignify their tender hearts, are charged with the energy
of love. Their golden antiers, bedeckad with hawthom, draw down the spirtual love,
2s their unicn is blessed, giving their hearts winge. Their individual stars shine,
confirming that this is their destiny.

Their bedies are charged with polanc enargy, one hand raised to keep the current
flovdng, the other handfasted, blessing the and below, pouring out the lifa giving
energy of love. The design is bazed arcund a cantral sxis around which the couple
cross-polanse. Between their hands a roes e illurminated. The background shows
Chslice Hill and Glastonbury Tor, the Merry Maidens stong circle, and 8 meypole
with traditional may day celebrants-a hobby horse, Maid Manon and a Jack in the
Green. The red and white dragons, the polaric energies are unfied by the lovers
(2ee Fig.2) encompassing all genders,

Balance (tradtional card Temperancs. )

Anor arcana: Threes Position on wheal: Baltane. Saement. Fire/Air

Two beautiful sea horses intertwine, their energies hamonised. All dualities of light
and dark, fire (red) and air (white) land and water, active and passive, are blended
together creating 2 new third force-the gresn and fertils land, the persen in balance
with themselves, who is both grounded and creative, (Creafivily, threa of stones)
and who radiates that enargised paace (Fuffiment, 3 of vands) generated by
someene at one with themsalves. Three has sivays been a very sacred number,
representing crestion, i.e., one + one = another, hence the egg in this picturs.
Haorses were seen as the primal creators (see The Horse) before snakes and
dragons. Uffington Whits Horse stands at the gateway of these tvo traditions
looking ke a serpentine horse. The sea horse design comes froma Pictish Scottish
stona canving from Aberlemno. Sea horses are extraordinary creatures, being the
only species in which the male gives birth. They also dance and intertwine together,
a3 well as freguently changing colowr for caxrrouflage. Sea horses are theratore the
perfect creatures to express the quicksiver, mutsbls, andregynous nature of
creativity. It is subthe, perhaps expenmental exchanges that bring prafound harmony
and new life. Of coursa the basic pattern of all life is the double helix DINA, infinaly
subtle and infinitely creative,

The flaur-de-lis, ins or fiag. in flower this time of year is a symbol of the three-n-one,
the three worlds unified. Drawing this card can indicate a new hanmrony in your
relaticnship or in a frisndship. A crestive phase in which you will blossom An innar
batance.

The Threes

Mayor arcana. Lovers, Balance Postion on wheel: Baltane. Chakra: throat

Three of Wands: Fulfilment

A figure has steppad through the gatevay of the two of Wands, arms open to
recsive the blessing of fulfimant. They stand in the healing radiance of the aftergiow
created after a koving polaric interchange. This is represented by the caduceus of
intertwined serpents on their cloak (see Adder). This energisad peace doss not
require sncthar person, it can be achieved after an act of Creabivty or Joy.
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Three of Arrows: Jealousy

Three arrows pierce a tander, bleading heart. A thangular interaction that causes
pain to sll. A heart that is pinloned by the weight of cther's wishes.

Three of Cups: Joy

Cranes were considered very sacred (their plumage being red, white and
grey/bisck). Their return from migrstion heralded the beginning of warmer westher:
they leap in the air, ssemingly to dance. The ‘crane dance’, performed once by
people in meRny Eurcpean countries vas | celebration of joy, creation and life
enargy. Happy and creative fnendships, comrmunity, varmth, fun; a bending on
many levels.

Three of Stones: Creativity

The card depicts a frilithon (3 three stone) gatevay, similar to thosa at Stonehenge.
Two stone pillars represanting the pnmal gateway of dul energies, with a solar
horse and lurssr oxen, bridged by a third, creating an anvircnment in which an artist
=tands inspired but grounded, & medistor, alive and radiant.

Greenwoman (traditional card The Empross)

Minor arcans’ Fours Posifion an whesl: Mdsummer Solstice. Sement: Air
Chekra: heart. Colour; white

The Greenwoman |2 ehe who blésses those that come through the gateway of life,
with love, healing and protection. She is the spirtual and actual wanmth of the
mdsummer sun, and gives the breath of Be o nature, and the nevdy born,

Wild roses, symbol of an open haart, flow from her. Round her neck is a gold tore, a
symbol of her soversignty &5 Empress. Her golden cup is of amber, a transiucent
resin often called the teardrops of the sun. The Greenwoman is alse 3 tree in full
lesf supporting many other species in its branches. She 12 abundance made
manifest. The winged dragon, or wyvem is green, as the energies are rich and
fertile. There are very fow carved representations of foliste green womsn. | only
know of four m the UK of which three are In Oxford. This is bacause the Sheila-na-
gig, o woman opening her vulva (gateway of e and death) was the famale
medieval equivalent of the Green man foliate face. Whilst these green male faces
brasth forth the greenery of the divine logos, or fertile power of male wisdom, the
Onderd green weemen hide behind rather than issue forth the creative Ife forca. So
my Greenwoman breaks vith tradition. The flame on her third eye bums with divine
intelligence and inner wisdom She is the empowerad heart, =t one with hersclf,
independent, creative, loving, stable, wealthy; nurturing harsslif snd others.

The Greenman (traditional card The Emperor)

Minor arcane: Fours Position on wheel: Midsurmmer Scisfice. Sement: Air

Chakra: heart. Colour. whileigold.

The Greenman or carved foliate face disgorges vegetation, the male fertie power of
nsture. It is a medieval image, and aleo represanted the divine logos or inteligence
of Ged being made manifeet on earth. Previously it was the force behind the ancient
geds of nature and vegetation deities. ennching and revivifying the and. The
Greenman like the Greenwoman balances power with love, and radiates this
cutvards for the banefit of cthers. They are the guardians of cthars, mediators
between the spiritusl, the natural and the human, hence the original titles, The
Empevorand The Empress. Ideally their stable abundance is shared with their
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community for the good of the land, with an errpowered heart. A sharing without
arrogance. A kind and forceful personality.

Someatimes the Greenman and Greanwoman live 'in their heads' slienated fromthe
reaities of life outsida their own werld, not wanting to face the shaky foundatons of
thair ives; when these cracks con be suppressed no longer, the fall cormes in The
Bgsted Ouk.

The Fours

Major arcana: Greenman and Greenwoman Position on wheel: Midsummer Scistics.
Chakra: hearf,

Four of Wands: Celebration

The four wands of ash, cak, birch and hawthom form a dismend, an sncient symbol
of the sun and wormd as 3 gateway to life. On a warm June evening, the sun sets 55
people celebrate the midsummer festival with a traditional benfire. Inside the hill the
four-spoksd sun wheel radiates life energy. Enjoyment of nature, calebration. of the
summer with friends, party atmesphers, being outdocrs, feeling of freedom snd fun.
Four of Arrows: Rest

A per=zon lies down in nature, resting eo that their irrsegination and spirit can take
flight and rejuvenate. A rest, a holiday, a cessation of sctivity, healing. Feeling more
positive, sesing the beauty in yourself and everything arcund yeu.

Four of Cups: Boredom

Awhite hart and a peacock, creaturss of visionary beauty, drink from the waters of
life from which the vines of love grew. Trappad inside four walls of their own making,
a figure sits apathetic and lethargic, unaware of the baunty of life arcund them
Being shut indoors, bored and unstimulsted. Pent up frustration. Need to gat out into
the weorid.

Four of Stones: Protection

On @ hilltop the rmidsummer sun rises over | dolmen beneath which @ newly bom
fawn shelters. Many bunal places are onentated Lo the midsummer sunnse, when
the desd are given spintual rebirth. Also many new-borm birds snd animals are
eapecially vulnerable at this time of year, and nesd protection from predators
Nurturing parental care, A roof over cne's head. A pericd of stability. Time to foeter
your tender heart.

The Blasted Oak (lraditionally The Hanged One, The Tower)

Minor arcans; Fives Position an wheel: Lammes. Sement: AirWater
Chakra: solar plexus. Colour: yellowigreen. Polarily: red

A graen figure s liberated from their bonds by the force of the lightening striking the
oaK trae.

You have been out on & limb, clinging on to an untenable situstion. The air is
charged with emction. Pent up tears or anger are relesaad. Although these times
are often traumatic, this is the first stage of healing, yet there may be a loss of
slability 2= the familiar is replsced by the unknown.

Ba gentle on yourself and give yourself time to heal. The thunderbelt could also be
throwm 22 you by = figure in authority, using their power over you, 25 snger, of
intimidation, for instance. Use the balance of Strength to stand up to them or seek
healp.

Strength
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Minor arcane, Fives Pasiticn on wheel! Lammas. Bement: AinA\AGter

Chakra: solar plaxus. Colowr: yellowsgreen. Polenty: red

The Strength card concems following what you feel is right for you, doing your true
will. Society is not suppertive of individual dedication to an unususl psth, and
incredible strength of heart is needed to stay on it. If one's initial impulse o follow
your heart (Ancesior and Archer) has been lost by the pressures and sttractions of
everyday living, i.e. Lovers, Greenman/WM\oman, then Strength calis to your hean to
rededicate your life. Al this stage this might require sacrificing some aspect of it,
which leads to the tensions in The Blasfed Oak.

The image showe @ woman with & mask of the mountain licn with eagle feathers,
against the buming sun , dressad in the August colours of the land. A Scythian gold
lion jewel empowers and encircies her heart. Tied upon her spear is the cldest
animal headed statue ever found in Europe (30,000 BCE) a lecnine hurman with
pubic trimngle. with kon daw scarification marks on its arm It is very similar to the
Egyptian ststuss of the Goddsss Sekmat but 28,000 years earler.

Prehistoric Eurcgean cave licns, now extinct, were unmaned, like | lsrge mountain
lion. The spesr of will and defensive action (air) ie balancad by the cups of
compassion. This balance cannct be held for leng. It is a card of fullness secking
release, & build up of energy that needs grounding, & thundery sky needing ran,
pagsion, anger, pre-menstrual tension, pregnancy about 1o birth, ecstatic dance or
trance that could become oracular, a harvest ready for picking. It is not an easy
energy to utiése yet when surrendered to produces ecstatic liberstion that is beth
tendemess and waldness, a powerful creativity that can be used to transform your
life into @ dance of the heset.

The Flves

Minor arcans: Blasted Qak, Strangth. Position on wheel: Lammas. Chekra solar
plexus

Five of Wands: Power

The Cerme Abbas chalk hill figure grasps his cakleal shaped clubd whilst the fiery
energies of the August heat rises to be grounded by the lightening flash. An active
power that is hard to hold in balance, tendency to anger, when mysused by any
gender, thiz becomes power over others.

Five of Arrows: Frustration

A hunter shoots a longbow at a fleeing ibex. A deuble edged card depending on
whather you are the hunter or the hunted. The card can be a waming-either take
flight or stand firm and face the situation. Ungrounded sirms and fears.

Five of Cups: Ecstasy

A vorran dances, dressed in a solar costurme 2= she celebrates the end of the
surmmer and the first fruits of the harvest, the whasat which pours fromthe two homs
of abundance (Comucopia). She holds a rattie and a bull rearer. She is full of
dynamie energy, dancing into the night Shamanic dance. Sexuality. Relesse of
pent-up energy. Whole hearted surrender to ife,

Five of Stones: Endurance

A figura sits in the darkness of 2 cave watching ightening stnke their homea, their
amctional centre. They have tampararily withdrawn, locking on, unsure of how bast
to handle the situation. This inactivity intially tsken s5 self-protection, can become
OvEr passivity.
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Reflection(new card)

Minor arcena Sixes Position on wheel: Autumn Bquinex. Bement- Water
Wmmtmndaﬁondme'alnembmwupsed beneath you, you can
seek ganctuary in Reflaction from the emotional intensiy of The Blasted Oak.
Reflection is & new card that | have added o the traditional tarct deck. It is similar in
meaning to the ususl High Priestess card which | have replaced with the more
grounded Seer:

Having studied medieval symboliam, | knew that thers was a consenvatism and
consisiency & its uss; | therefore found it strange that only three of the four virues,
Strength, Temperance and Justics are usually included in a tarot deck. Prudence is
migsing. She is traditionally depicted 2 a sarpent-tsiled veman, holding 3 mirror,
gometimes anthroned. | considered this the perfect and necessary imege fer the
Auturnn Equinax phase of the wheel-the journey 1o the watery west

Reflection is concarned with the mysteries of “The Lady of the Lake’, which are now
usually associsted with Avalonian Arthurian mysteries of the Glastonbury area,
Hoveever originally it would hawve been the function of a prieste== to madiste these
energies on many islands cr arificial islands (crannogs) throughout Eurepe. in the
Glastonbury area sacred iskands such as the Tor wers sostterad amidst miles of
marsh land. Peopls lived in wooden houses on stilts, lake villages, Flat bottomed
bmmmnndeﬁuncnkbgs.ﬁwsebecemmehmbargedmsm. which is
summoned through the mists to take you to the iskand (2ee Transiion six of amows).
In the card Reflection, a person lays sleeping in the boat. They are resting, in need
of healing, pertaps dreaming.

A serpenttaiied woman hoids 2 Ceiltic mirror and crystal ballimoon. She is Morgan
{Morvran-sea raven), the Lady of the Lake. Her serpent txil and nwror as=ociate her
vith mernmaids. These have bean much misunderstood. Crnginally they represented
powerful female sensuality, the magnetic curments of sexuality, the ebb and fiow of
vatary currents.

During the ircn age, (Caltic pencd) rainfall increased substantially and much land
vas consumed by water, so in legends, mermaids lure men to their deaths in the
waner, tidal seas being especially dangerous.

The Lady cof the Laka is in fact an initistor into the deeper mysierics of sensual
healing, =pirtual healing and psychism She is the powerful dark vioman of
knovdedge. Just as water is 2 natural mimer, she holds & mirror up to you 5o that
you are forced to look st your reflection and taught how to love or change what you
see there

Her cauldren of wisdom (a famous Celtic bowd found at Glastonbury) contsing 2
herbal beew to enhance vision. The heron, the silent wige guardian of the rmysteries,
has the heron/crane bag, the medicine bag of all knowiedge hanging round 25 neck.
Originally the oracular priestess/Lady of the Lake would have worn 2 horon featier
cicak and been heavily tattooed with woad-dyed enspiralled pafterns represanting
the ebb and flow of the vaster. The moon of course influences these.

In & reading this card indicstes profound healing, | period of introspection, sexual
healing, immersion in mythe and visicns, the lure of fantasy, leaming about yourself,

Wheel of Fortune
Minor ercana Sixes Fostion on wheel: Aulurmn Equinox. Element: Water
Colowr: green/biue. Folamty: wiite
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Arridstmenistymraaverﬁcalion-ege loom has been made from living hazel
trees, Hazal, when coppiced, grows into straight poles. It is 2lso 3 sa0red tree that
grows beside the pool of knowledge (see The Ssimaon) Acroes the lcom are spread
the warp and weft of iiving green, stratching in 2l four directions out to infinity.
Thesooamymnﬁthnomeoosrﬁcmb.ormewebdwyrd(iate)fcrymrlifeis
infirmately connacted to that of the living universe At the baze of the loom hang the
lcomwaights. You are woaving the cioek that is the pattem of your [ife.
Theressapmdmmamrkhmmmmmm:ememm
cloaked figures etanding =t the lower right of the cloak.
ﬂmeareuvemmmmenoms.ﬂwehoodedoneswhomhmryourdesﬁny.
Originally a triplicity of oracular priastesses cloaked in heron or raven feathers
would be consulted on one of these sacred islands, hidden by mists and sccassible
only by @ boat By & combination of dreamwork, teaching, divingtion and heafing, the
pearscn whasa soul i3 wounded would be taught to see the pattems, the strands
running through their lives.

In the centre of the cloak Is the layout of the wheel for the Greemweed Tarct cards.
Qur tarct is & unified, sef-contained system By studying it ene will gsin profound
insights Into the connection between cac's own peycholegy and the natural world,
and Eurcpesn : ‘

It s Important to know that your vasaving is flexibls, your destiny is nct woven for
yw.ikmimracﬁm:emymdmmnsmaﬁwameinthcdosign
of your closk at any peint. It is never finished but is continually unravelling snd
baing rewoven, You may have severed the threads binding you to others for
reasons of self-protection - these can be rewoven, carefully inking you to the
abundance of the vorld (six of wands, Hervest) thareby avoiding unwantsd
aituations (six of stones, Expiotation),

The primal guardians of the Greenwood Tarct, the owl. horse, deer, bear. haron,
raven and Green person stand as guardians of its teachings.

The Sixes

Msjor arcana: Reflecton/ Wheel of Fortune Position an wheel: Autumn Equinox
Six of Wands: Harvest

The Auturm harvest of acarms, apples, blackberries, clderbermies, ronan bermies.
and hazelnuts is abundant in this card it is time 1o reap your harvest and give
thanks for its bounty.

Six of Arrows: Transition

A cloaked figure locks towards their destination, a3 the swan-prowed boat sails
towards the sacred tree topped island. As the sun sets, the moon rises.

You have turned your back on one phase of your life, and head towards 2
homecoming of the soul. Travel Moving home. An errcticnal retreat.

Six of Cups: Reunion

Thiz i the =land depicted in the previous card (and The Salmon). In the golden
light of an sutumnal sunset, two souls are reunited on sn ancient mound, the eource
of the waters of memory and deep love. Six green cupe full of golden liquid fliost in
the poal of knowdedge. Twe otters, animals of loving and playful affacticn, hunt
nearby. Reunion with an old friend, soulmate or 2 wise part of onesclf A fasling of
INNer peace.
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Six of Stones: Exploitation

This card is the opposite of Harvest. An expiotaton of the earth's resources by
mining and quarrying of coul, gold, star =apphires, stone and crystals; whare the
poor ara explored for the bensfit of the nch; just 33 worker bees (In the cuter
hexagons) die after a lifetime of providing for the Queen Bee. A feeling of being
trapped in a system of greed. A need to question the purpose of your work. and your
part in the whole.

Death

Minar arcana: Sevens Postion on wheal: Sambain. Slement- watersarth

This image is stark and unavoidable, like death itself This cand signifies a
continuous process, an active state.

Therefore the skull (of 2 reindeer) is still in the process of being defleshed by
carrian. You are being stripped to the bone and there is no longer any escape from
having to face up to the truth of your life. The all-seeing eye of the raven watches
and reveals all you weuld prefer to keep hidden. This raven side of you is orsculsr,
but ® must name the truth it 5865, Oncs named, the truth must be faced and acted
upon, clearing avay what has been rraking you ill in rrany different ways. You are
confronting your essential self, wathout the secondary defences and protection of the
mirror, mists and mataphors of reflection. (Mourning, saven of cups) will bring some
relief. Seek comfort When you have menaged to clear, process and thus lay to rest
the izsues raised by Daath, you wil feel a great burden has been lifled, and that you
can tum towards life,

The Guardian

Fosiion on whesl: Samhain. Bement: water/aarth Chakra: bese Colowr: biue.
Polarity: red

Thig extraordinary image shows a cave bear, skeletal, yet t has a lifs of its own, st
as fearful memories can rise up without waming. Same flesh till clings to the banes,
and fiery flashes of energy are unable to earth fromthe spine. Fears are terally
ungrounded.

Cave beare becams extinct ¢.40,000 BCE, yet evidence of their existence can still
be seen in prehstoric caves. At Rouffignac, France, for instance, their deap circular
dans and the wavy patterns made by claw sharpening, and their benes, still visible,
would have been a powerful prasence, when later pecple painted their rtualised
anirmals on the walls. (< 13,000 BCE) Cave bears would have left & potent yet
undefined paychic memory. Already honoured by the Neanderthals (see The Sear)
the cave bear s the primal ancestor. There is & human quslity to their skelets!
shape, especially when raised up on their hind legs; the bear bridges the gap
between the beasts and the humans. The cave bear is both a guardian of the
ancestral past, and an intiator into its memonies, often shadowy, unclear, therefore
fearful.

This card is concemed with facing skeletons in the closel, fears long suppressed
and often irraticnal, traumas in your family background that you have forgotten but
that may resurface as panic attacke;. ghosts that you cannct lay to rest and haunt
your sleep. Seek support to help you calm yourself. Supprassion of one's sexuality
or creativity can lead to | thvarting of one’s power, which becomes tumed against
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one=ze¥, For those whose boundaries have been confused and previously invaded,
befriending and healing your guardian will change your ife.

The Sevens

Mejor arcana: Desth/ Guardien Position on whesl: Samhain. Chakra: base

Seven of Wands: Clearance

This is the time of year for cutting down dead woed, and pruning to enable better
future growth. An axe rests beside some cut silver birch, whilst the dead woed is
burnt in 8 November bonfire. It is time to take action in order to clear cutvorm medes
of behaviour fromareas of your |ife. A clarification, a paring down of intantion. The
fire purifies negativity, transforming the energy

Secven of arrows: Insecurity

A fearful person, unprotected. is attacked by anxieties and nightrares, unable to
566 3 clear way out as they are 50 ungrounded. The soluticn is t0 protect one's
boundaries, call in warmth of support; the need for intense physical activity to help
one to ground some of the panic.

Seven of Cups: Mourning

A lamp is it for the dead, and food and drink if offered as anceséors are
remembered. Yew, an evergreen. i3 & reminder of rebirth. Grief and meuming for a
loss in one's e, Necessary emoticnal release. An honounng and a respect for that
death.

Seven of Stones: Healing
&Menaﬂomg:my.mu’madears&ryskyashmicmmguadim
holds the cord that binds one's scul fo one'’s body. Afigure lies ca the ground,
protected by stenes at the four quarters, and one on their heart. You are recaiving
healing, and nead to reunite your re-energised ‘astral’ or spirt body with your
physical bedy. Time to reavaken and ground onesalf, using your visionary
experience in 3 creative way in normal iife.

The Hermit

Minor arcana: Eights Position on whesl: Midwinter Solstice. Semeant. earth.
Chekra: womb. Colowr Indigo/black

After being stripped to the bone in Death, yeu are nowwrspped in the pratection of
the Greemvoed in The Hermit. The green cloak is of holly and ivy, evergreens, that
=till grows in the otherwise bare and stark woodland in winter. You are finally armiving
at your grounded centre. Viarmth radiates fromthe heart of the tree, and the hally
wreath shows the eight-spoked wheel. The original ‘Father Christrras’ wora a green
closi. Our Henmt s seen non-gendered.

The Hermit holds a holly stsff for you have traveliad far to come to this place. The
green flame from the hom kantern vall guide you through the darkness of winter, just
a5 the spark of life lies dormant within naturs at this tirme. When you sit in the winter
gtillness, nurturing this deep green flame of the inner heart, you will feel an inner
warmth and pesce. Our henmit walks firmly on the earth, and enters the Greenwoed
Tree 1o sit within its roots, this is unlike the traditional image of the hermit clirmbing &
mountain, which denies that vasdom is held in the kand itself.

The Hermit requires this contented solituda to re-establish their every day e after
the digruption of Samhain. This is not lonely isclation but 3 stable bage fram which
she can visit cthers. This time away froem hectic activity anables you to explore
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inferests in depth, use your talents (Shil, eight of stones) and draw together all you
have schisved and dasired throughout the year. (Hearthfire, cight of wands),

Judgement

Minor ercana. Bghts Posilion on wheel: Midvinter Scizshics. Bemant: earth.

Chalra: womb. Cofour: indiga/biack

Judgement i a concept much misunderstood by contermporary scciety. The image
shows two of the yew trees from Chalice Well, Glastenbury. Yew is an extracedinary
tree. It 2 our longest iving tree, and can grow for 3,000 years, it appears to
regeneratc #self, sprouting new growth from & seemingly dead hollowed trunk. The
evargreen yew 12 said to hoid the mamery of all previcus generations and is usually
planted near the dead.

Tha Judgemant card has to do with the cycles of time, a year, peniods of one's life,
one's whole lifetime, cne's many lifetimes, from the seasonal year to the lifetime of
the planct earth tself,

Your approach to the issues in this card affects your future, decides the nature or
even the possibililty of your rebirth. The entrance to 3 pesssge grave backons you
{Bryn Cealli Du, Wales). This is a place to lay your past to rest, a still safe sanctified
space In which the parts of your life can be reconstituled after the traurs of Death
(see Rebirth, aight of cups),

You are sensitive, and require someone to stand watch for you, either the highest
part of oneself, @an ancestral guardian, a shamanic figure or angslic power
depanding on your balisf systam

In this Judgement card a huge white bear watches over your scul. On one level,
this besr is the re-smpovmred Guardian of the previous card; the exposed bones
nowe protected, all soulparts resiored, a rebirth occurring.

In many mythologics the bear is the shamanic part of cneself, snd its
caremenialised death and resurrection s an Iniation into & sharmanic system This
white bear traverses all three shamanic worlds, upper, middle and lowsr, snd stands
at the sis due north, just 85 the constslistion of the Gresat Bear pointe to the Pole
Star. The Winter Sclstice (s a gateway to thege werdds. The dawn Midwinter sun
brought rebirth io the dead and the darkened vorld, yet the darkness itself brings
stillnass and peace; it is not fallow. Bahind the mound shines the aurora berealis
and the rainbow bridge across which aouls are said to traverse after death. A figure
dressed in red, rides their reindeer on a shamanic joumney (of. Sants Claus).

Adter the Desth of cne highly significant part of your life, people are cften very
judgmental, i.e., ‘if a/he had not done this or that " often there is prafound shams,
sorrow, guilt at the mess they have made of their life, their time, their relationships
etc.

What every person requires for their rebirth, to bresk a continuous cycle of repeated
patterns, is forgiveness, absokition, the power and bleeaing of love, whether froman
external source or onesaif.

Perhaps for the first time in your life you feel 2 whole person, rebom.

The Eights

Mayjor acana: Hermit/Judgement Poaition on wheel: Midwinter Solstice. Chakra:
womb.
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The Elght of Wands: Hearthfire
A hearthfire buma brightly, fed by logs fromthe eight directicns A coming togsther
of the wiehes, and infentions lsid down earker in the year. An energised harvest that
creates the warmth of regeneration. Happiness of the horme, and visits of frisnds to
yeur hearth in the winter. Generating 8 wannth 2t the heart of cnes life.

ht of Arrows: le
A perzon wrapped up against the bitter cold, struggling through a snow bilzzard, has
cifficulty finding their way home. A feeling of being alone, struggling in many
sspects of one’s life. A naad for support, to open cne's heart to the potantial
‘hearthfire’ and for cthars to reach out and help.
Eight of Cups: Rebirth
The whee! has come full cycle. On one level this represents a eolstice feast, a broth
made for sharing, eriginally made from cattle- ‘the Chrislrres bull'. On 1 deeper level
this card represents a8 profound rebirth. In the centre stands the cauldron of
transformation in which all the element= of oneseif are being peured in order 1o ba
recombmed. A Sheila-na-gig faces you, guardian of desth and rebirth, focusing you
in the present. On either side of her, one head looks tovards your past, anather to
your future. The red, green, white and biack of the whole wheel are present.
Eight of Stones: Skill
Deep within a cave a persan chisels an eight spekad design by lamplight Around
them are prehistoric carved and painted stones. This card reprezants somecne who
is able to work alone, in deep concentration, skilled and rrature, in tune with
something greater than thamselves. The completion of & large project.

The Seer

Minor arcana: Nines. Position an wheal: guardian and cantre.

Quiside of fime, Colowr all.

The Seer stands beside the roots of the Greanmwood Tree. Behind are the frees that
mark the boundary of the inner sanctuary of the Greenwoed (Respedt, nine of
vands). Ancient moss coverad stones form ancther barrier, |t is essential that the
Saeer stands still at the centre of the wheal, having knowledge of all aspects of the
previous 85 cards, and of the four elements. She holds the staff (firg), stands by the
spring (waster) where an arrowhead lies (air). She is firmly on the earth.

Her staff i5 encirclad by the double headed serpent of the land in balance; her
medcine peuch of sacred objects and her antler whistle for calling the spints are
tied upen it. Glowing on top of the staff iz a sphere of cnergy, neceasary for second
sight. She stands still at twilight-that magical time of the glcamring, when the veils
between the worlds i thin. She is wrapped around by a bam owl, that flies silently at
dawn and dusk, it scft plumage red brown and white, black and gold, with its
beautiful heant-ehaped face and piercing eyes, making & a fiting totem of the vision
of the heart of the land.

Ugon her green cloak are prehistoric painted animeals, aurochs, horse, reindeer,
mammeth, bon, ow and plants. The Seer is keeper of ancestral memory (nine of
sienes, Tradifian), and its myths, able to see into the past, and understand its
connection and interaction with the present. She is sensitive to har environment, to
the nature around her. She is knowledgeable, not only intuitively, but she alse has 2
keen inteligence and alert awarensss, and can protect her land, and her clan from
desecration of its natural inheritance,
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She stays atil but misses nolhing-she s completely st one with the heartbest of the
land, which zllows her to travarse all worlds. The Seer acts upen her visions, she is
not a paseive day dreamer. She can be prophetic, aware of much that others miss.
The mediator between The Seer and the community is The Shaman.

Incidentslly, | do not see this a8 a gendered guality, | know of skilled male seers
{VWilkam Blake) and powerful fermale shamans.

The Nines

Major arcans: The Seer. Fosition on wheal: canlre Jef.

Nine of Wands: Respect

Awldmean stands protecting the way 1o the heart of the Greenwood, challenging the
integrity of your intentions. Approach a sacred place or a sensitive person with
considerstion and honour. Respect the need for privacy. Ensure your own
boundaries are protected, respect the value of your own spacs.

Nine of Arrows: Dedication

Aworran stands, eyes closed, playing | bow (it can be used as a sharranic
instrument); she wears a ewan feather haaddress and a robe of soft biue. With her
spiritual dedication and musical skill she gensrates healing energy around her.
Being at one vath your inner heart.

Nine of Cups: Generosity

Awise figure sits, their heart open to the genercus abundance of all arcund them
One foat is on the land; they are at cne with their anvircnment, genuine in their
heartfelt gratitude to the gifts of life; they radiate genercsity. They are flanked by the
regenerative powers of the boar and bull.

Be copen to giving and recsiving. Life is fiowing. and you are still and strong within
yourself.

Nine of Stones: Tradition

A cross legged antlered figure sits upen a spiralied central stone. They listen to the
wisdom of the stones beneath the full moon. Ba aware of the patterns of connedtion
linking you and nature arcund you o the past, present and future. Desp leaming.
The memory of much that has been revered in the landscape can be retrieved in
parieds of raspectful stiliness. Leaming from elders,

The Shaman

Minor arcana: Tens. Position an wheel: guardian and centre.

Cufside of time. Calour: all,

The Shaman wears a bearskin, the traditional shamanic animal. His facs is mature,
hig expressicn both benign and stemn, his power is evident. You do not cross a
shaman. The Shaman is someone who Ig In cantrol of their life; and wise and
responsible encugh lo use their skill to help athers. The Shaman can use the
elerrents of earth, air, fire and water in | practical as well a2 a magical sense; they
can light fires, swim navigate by the stars, shoot bows, build 2 home lifs, a5 well as
having consummate carerrcnial skill. He carmies | deerskin rattle (air) smouldering
sticks (fire) a flint knife (earth) and an antler tne cup (water). He is a teacher,
passing on the ancastral stones and skills to the next generation (Instruction, ten of
amows). Upon his bearskin are Palaesolithic psinted shamanic figures from French
cavas, ©.13,000 BCE. One is cloaked in a biscn skin, dancing piaying & bow; the
other iz antlered in a stylised anirmal skin.
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Baing a shaman, able to see the complexties of life and death, and acting on this
knowdndge for the benefit of all, can be a heavy burden to cany. (Responsibiily, ten
of wands). The Shaman has a deep rooted baiance within therrseahes, and can
assume a place of status within socisty without cormpromising their integrity and
lasing sight of the higher purpose they are working for.

The Tens

Majer arcana: The Shaman. Position on whesl: centre nght.

Ten of Wands: Responsibliity

A persen struggles across the ice, camying logs home. A foeling of being burdened,
waighad down by the respensibility of work or caring for others. Try to delegate and
Iy down some of the load,

Ten of Arrows; Instruction

Awoman teaches 2 child to fire & bow. The passing of skills from one generation to
ancther. The figures are African, as that is where the humsn race originatad.

Ten of Cups: Happiness

In & verdant landscape, water peurs down a vaterfall, filling the cups lo overflowing
A couple open their hearts to the power of love. Be careful not to get svept away by
it.

Ten of Stones: Home

A stone archwey is protected by two ancestral guardians. Beyond a thatched stone
round house the tree of life grows radiant and abundant. All gensrations are
represented in the garden, froma baby to the elderly; and the community is in
harmony.

Ceming home to onese¥, an sbundant home Iife, feeling spirtually and financially
happy. loving cne's iImmediate environment

The Moon

Position on wheel: YWintanLowsrworld. Chakra: warnb.

The Moon in & tarot pack is really concerned with the dark moon, not the waning
moon, but the true tast phase of the moon, when it cannct be seen at =il Obvicusly |
have had to draw a moon in the card, but made it deliberately conie and unnatural.
The Moon card is concamed with a fertie yet fallow stats, Istant ie that grows
within the amniotic fluid of the womb; molecules of carbon that lay within the
swarrps of our distant past and from which the first life form emerged.

The Moon card showe the watery winter ficad plain of Avsion and one of the narrow
wooden trackways that oriss-crossed the marshes from island fo sland. On one of
the=e =acred slands stand sterk vanter trees, inhabied only by crows and a heron.
An aurocha or homed cow o bull i= the totemic snimal of this card. The connection
between horned cattle, islands snd the moon |2 very ancient. (cf. the Welsh name
for Anglesay is Ynys Mon-Isle of Cattle). The association between cattle homs and
the homa of the vaxing and waning moon is obvious. Alao the similarily in shape
between the horned head of & cow and the uterus, made cattle extremely sacred.
This card is partislly to do with the mysterie= of concaption and fartility,
osychelegicaly and physically. The o3 depicted is 2 heron's egg; a hercn is the
prirmal bird of creation, st homs on this marshland. The heron replsces the now rare
stork &3 the bird that brings babies, i.e., new life into the world.

A shifting time of seething darkness in which new life and ideas can be conceived.
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The Sun

FPoasiion on wheel: Summer/ Upperworld Chatra: heart.

A figure stands arme wide, heart open, to recaive the abundance of the universe.
The Sun card traditionally refers to the sun at midsummer; the life-giving sun.
radiant, potent, energised. The Sun differs from The Greaenman or Greenwoman
(the cards for midsummer) in that the solar figure has traversed the wheel snd
completad a ife cycle. The Sun is the wise and grounded Fool, able to surrender to
a higher spiritusd power of love, without burm cut or the interference of the ago.
Summer leaves, a fern, sweet honeysuckle and the brisr rose are blessed by the
white hot summer sun. The person is joyful, radiant with Iife energy.

The Sun card is placad in the shamanic Uppenword, or sky, where spirtusl teachers
can be encounterad, but access is only possible through a generous open heart.
The Sun card follows that of the Shaman and s a spiritual aspect of shamanism
Sclarisation or total sharmanic identification with the heart of the sun i & world-wide
practice. This is often achisvad by sacred drumming, which sends cne into trance,
then joumeying on & white horse into the sun. Many shamans consider the drum
rsalf 1o be the sacred horse-the vehicle for their spiritual transtonmation. In the Sun
card the figure has entered the sun through the sacred site of Usfington white horse,
or mare, whoee eye represents the sun. (see Ace of Arows). Uffington still has a
tradition that says if you stand in the eye of the white horse and wish, whilst turning
clockwise thres times with your arme open wide, your wish will come true. This
dameges the chalk aye, and would once have been a rare act of sacredness, where
tha shaman would have ‘flown’” into the spirtual heart of the sun in trance, and
returned bringing its healing power both to the Isnd and tribe.

A union with the wonder of life. Bliss. Heaith and happiness. Spirtual teaching. A
rare hearl Transcendent joy. Access to the diving.

Re-energised from the flight of the heart, you return to earth to illurmine The Wedd
Tres.

The World Tree

Position on wheel: centre, encompasses all worlds.

A strang and hesithy tres, with the follage of all four seasons, wintar, Spring.
summer and auturn, stands on the earth, branches reaching the sky, roots deep in
the earth. The abyrinth, & stellar vision in The Fodl, is here grounded on tha land;
you stand at the centre a5 the Tree, your pumey complete. You are able to drawon
all the quaiities from the cther cards in the wheel, you are in balancea, a whole
person. You ara &t ong with yoursslf, your immediate universe, your own path and a
greater destiny.

The Storyteller (back of the cards)

This androgyncus figure is 3t one with the Greemwood. They wear a hat of reindeer
skin with ochred reindeer antlers. Heron, owd and raven festhers hang from it. They
are clethed in moss and woodpecker festhers, a folate face at their heart as they
speak with the voice of the Greenwood. Their skin i weathered and tattooed. The
frame drum is painted with the horse with which they traverse the shamanic worlds,
and the emblems of the four slemsnts, snd intertwined serpent energies of the land.
Horse hair and a kingfisher feather hang from the drum stick.

Az you walk into the Greernwood may your joumey be bisased and your hecrt full,

Download for free! Only from www.thegreenwoodtarot.com


My Computer
Download for free! Only from www.thegreenwoodtarot.com

My Computer
Download for free! Only from www.thegreenwoodtarot.com


Download for free! Only from www.thegreenwoodtarot.com

The ‘Court’ Cards

It felt intuitively right fo make the traditionsl Page, Knight, Queen and King ‘court’
cards inte European birds and animals, rather than human charscters.

Peaople wers rarely depicted in pre-historic art, yat numerous animals feature from
©.30,000 BCE. The very sophisticated symbolic naturaslism of the painted
Palasolithic caves in France i.e. Lascaux (¢ 17,000 BCE) shows a complex animal
rmythology. This is based on dirsct obsarvation of their nastural envircnment | have
spent many enjoyable hours studying the behavicur of birds and small mammsls in
the British countryside. | wish the cards to have | practical power, for them not to be
dissociated fromthe land itse¥. | have included some animals now exdinct in Britain
such a5 the wolf and lynx but surviving in other parts of Europs, i 8. Spain. Their
mythic resenance is too deep for them o be forgotten.

The birds and beasts sre grouped in suits arcund the Wheel of the Year- (see fig.1)

Suty Season Elament Colour

Wands Spring Fire rediorange
Aerowrs Summer Air vihillelyeliowigald
Cups Auturmn Woaster gresn/blue
Stones Winter Earth black/indigo

Each bird and anirmal in the 'Greenwoad Tarof is non-genderad, aithough
occasionslly 8 made and fermale peir appear together, i.e. Reindeer and
Woeedpecker.

The titles, i.e. knight, page, queen and King refer to qualities rather than gender.
The Pages are all sroll, secretive, heralding new energy. Their ‘coat’ or plumage
contsining the secred colours of the wheel, 1.e. the rainbow plurrage of the
Kingfisher and the green, red, white and biack of the woodpecker. Thay ars
therefore thought of a5 guardians of the mystenes of their element.

The Knights are independent and far-ranging, perceptive travellers such a5 the
havik or woi,

The Queens, placad at the times of stasis, the solstices and equinoxes represent
empowered stillness,

The Kings embody the fulfilment of the qualities of their element, enhancad by the
powser of the cross-quarter festival day they sre aligned to, and containing the
baginnings of the next elementiseazon. Thus the rising and faling of entwined
Adders combine the dynamic passions of fire with tha life and love enhancing
quaities of Alr, fitting in well with their place aon the wheel at Bakltane, with the cards
of the ‘Lovers’ and the combined ‘serpent’ energies of 'Balance’. The four Kings sre
also the primery totems of this land; the Horze, the Snake {dragon) the Lyrx (lion)
and the Relndeer (deer).

The colours of reddish-brown, white and black are the natural carrouflage colours of
many birds snd animals, as well 3 being the sacred colours of the Upper, Middie
and Lower werlds respactively. occasicnally a bird such &5 the green woodpecker
or golderest will have the green a5 well 35 red. white and black, these birds ars then
the kving heart that unffies and avakens all three worlds.

Divination When you chosge a court card in 2 reading it can refer to somecne who
bears the qualities of the animal depicted, Each card has many textures of meaning
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and will cbviously influence the context in which the card is read. In meditation the
animals and birds are your helpers, guardians and guides.

Page of Wands; Stogt (Farrat US)

Time of year; Imbole Bement: Fre

Sioats are secretive but highly slert and energetic, somctimes seen playfully
‘dancing’. They are deterrnined hunters, taking prey such as rabbits which are twice
their size. They emerge from burows like the serpentine energies of spring rising
from the winter earth. A wand of elder grows baside the stoat; this is cne of the first
trees to come into bud (le=f), Stosts are conaidered highly sacred in many societies,
because in cold cimates they transform their coats into white winter fur and are
then called Ermine.

1 vaxs struck by the extensive use of ammine on sharmanic clcthing and ceremonial
objects in Native Amencan tribes. In Europaan witchoraft wessels and stoats were
allies, shapeshifters, mediators batween the woerlds.

In Britain ermine i considered syrmbolic of the Soversignty of the kand and is worn
s the coronation of the rronarch; but the rocts of its sacredness must be far more
ancient. One is painted on & French Palaeslithic cave. (Reseau Clastres-Ariege)
White ie especially sacred =t Imbolc (fig 2). Oncs savagely hunted for their fur peits,
they are now suffering from loss of habrat.

Divination; renaws| of an alert determination. Realignment with the sacred will of
the land, Secrecy and magical senstivity. Playfulness. An ability to slip out of
situations.

Knight of Wands; Fox

Time of year, Towards Spnng Equinox Sement; Fire

A fox is a survivor, adapting quickly o new environments, pradatory and cunning.
Foxes can scavenge, roam far and wild, are untameable, yet will Bve in close
proxdmity to humans. The wand shown i 2 hazel divining rod used for detecting
water and subtie energies. These were usad by the ‘Cunning men and women', the
village shamans, the cunning refeming to their knowledge as well 35 to their wiliness
needed for survival. The fox (and raven) are the trickster archetypes of our

mythology.

Divination: A quick-sitted person shie to weave In and out of situaticns, ususlly
tuming them to their own advantage. Difficult to ‘pin down’ e to be sure of their
rrotives. Somecne often on the edge of society. A wsndersr.

Queen of Wands; Hare

Tirne of year; Spring Equinox Sement; Fire

The hare still has connecticns to the Spring Equinax through Easter eggs and
Esaster rabbits. The name of the Anglo-Saxon Hare Goddess Eostre is presarved in
the name Easter.

In the tarct card @ hare =tands facing the dawn, looking towards 2 new future. A
blackthom wand stands behind. Thesa trees are unusual in that they fiower In spring
bafors they come Into leal, and they reflect the dusal nature of this time of year: the
sharpnes2 of the March weather, the beauty of the gpring flowers. The hare's paw
leans on an Eastern European decorated Easter ogg painted with @ wheel of the
year dasign. The Egg is the promise of potential abundance. At her fect the grass
seerms to dance with the rising sap of spring. In folkiore hares were the spirit formof
vatches,
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Divination: An empowered and energised person, with the ability to utilise their full
potential, &5 long as they are not termpted to use that power against thermsehes or
others.

King of Wands; Adder

Time of Yesr; Belfane PBement; Firs-Alr

At this time of year adders intertwine in what seems to be a couriship dance. It has
only recently been discovered fo bo a display of male rivalry. Praviously this was
seen 3z 3 representation of lovers. The fiery energies of the earth, the sap rising to
maet the softer energies of air. Tha rising and combining of the sexual “kundslini'
sarpent powers. The wand is of naturally spiralled ash, mediating fire from below
and =ir fromabove. The glyph of the caduceus sean between the adders” heads is
the ancient syrrbal of healing, which comes from dynamic, balanced energies.
Divination: Raw and potent sexual. Earth or healing. Energies expressed and
recharged. A charismatic healer. A rebalancing and re-empowering of one's physical
and subtic energy and creativity.

Page of Arrows: Green Woodpecker

Time of year: Baltane Bemenl. Air

Green weodpeckers have shways been considered particularly sacred, their
plumage being of the four magical colours; red, whits, black and green. They al=o
spiral up trees (Le. the tree of life) and disappear into trees to nest. Therefore thay
‘were thought o hold the secrets of the Greenvwod Tree of knowledge.

In Exitain theze gentle and beauliful birds are callad yaffles because of their
extracedinary call like 2 laugh.

Divination: Their drumming (pecking) on trees which echoes through the woodiand
heralds your entry to a place of the heart. In the tarct the pair of woodpackars ook
&t each cther, a third flying dovn the arrow shapad path, guiding you to love.
Knight of Arrows: Hawk

Time of year, Towards midsummer solstice  Sament: Air

A large hawk with powsrful flight fliee on the eurrrmer wind currents, able to watch all
Below with clanty of perspective, and act on its own perception. These birds of prey,
now a protected species are making a welcoms comeback.

in rryth they are wisdom and 'madicing” bringers. The arrow in the card is in steady
mid-flight, its simwill ba true.

Divination: A parscn with @ sharp mind, able to fiy high, be competitive, impatient,
ambitious, focused. potentially intolerant and arrogant. A skiful mediater of new
ideas. A watcher.

Queen of Arrows: Deer

Time of year, midsummer scistice Sement; Air

| am very fortunats to live in Ciford near Magdalen College deer park where there is
an actual white hart (albino fallow deer) and several white hinds. Each time | visit
them ie a sacred occasicon. The white deer, rare In reality, has a strong mythology: it
i= the inner haart guiding one Into an inner place of =tillness and mystery. (see also
The ancastor).

In this tarot card the deer sits still on & grassy mound, whilst the vibrant, hesiing,
vitalised air of summer swirle In currents behind # The armows stand still in the
ground.
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Divination: A person with a gentle, tender and loving hesrt, whose quiet wisdom
brings healing. They could have qualities of shyness and oversansitivity; difficult to
get close to ndtially. they are loyal and deep. A person happy and heaithy.
King of Arrows: Lynx

Time of year, Lammas Bement Air-Witer

Alynx and its cub stand watchifully beneath a Lammss (Blood) full moon. A lynx is
predator, sttacking prey steaithily and with the grace and strength of all big cat=.,
Able to climb trees, leap, run st speed or to stand and silently, slertly, watching its
pray. The lynx bafancee powerful action with needful passivity. it will fight to defend
its termtory and cubs, yet will play gently and tendery with £ young, rerraining ever
vigilant for danger.

Divination: A parson of power, able to defend, protect and nourish their children or
innar child, proud and independent. A tendancy to anger curbed by a fiarce heart.
Page of Cups: Kingfisher

Time of year: Lammes Bement, Witer

The first tirme | saw a kingfisher (they are rare in Britain) | knew it was deeply
significant. Each time | see them 32 a sudden flash of azure, | know it ie a blessing.
Kingfishers are very small, with fast agile flight, sble to dive into weater and fish with
skill, (hence combining sir and water).

They are the rainbow bird announcing the beginning of healing, perhaps tears
beinging errctional release. Tha cup is & precicus gift. They are the northemn
mythological equivalent of the hummingbird.

Divination: A person who will guide you to 3 pisce of healing, perhaps by a
maszage or gift. Be avare of small signs, that may have later significance. A special
person who moves in and cut of your life. A free spirit, elusive, but dynamic whose
positive energy is illuminatng.

Knight of Cups: Salmon

Time of year, Aturnn Equinox Bement: Water

The card shows |8 megnificent salmon leaping in the well of wisdom catching &
hazainut contsining all the weadom of the woodiand. The Auturmn sun sets over the
mound of wonder from which ancestral vasdom and deep love pour feeth. A golden
bowt glowing with sunlight fiosts by the waterfall. At this time of year many salmon
travel thousands of mies upstream to return o the place of their birth, lay eggs
which are fertilisad by the e, and die. The rare saimon that survives 3 second
year is called a celt

Divination: This card dendtes someone whese life serves & graater purpose,
someone with parseverancs, determination, self-=acrificing and wise. Could have =
tendancy to martyrdorm-o give avary too much of one self.

Queen of Cups: Heron

Time of year; Autumn Equinax Bement: Water

A heron acts swiftly to oatch an esl. Herons were considered the most sacred of ail
European birds. They lay the prirmal egg in the primordisl swamps from which 2
craation emerges (see The Moon).

As guardians of life and incamstion they are now represented as storks camying
babias. Bacsuse they stand atill for howrs looking into water, herens are considerad
both wige and ‘psychic’ { 569 reflection). The glass cup holds the setting sun.
Divination: Drawing this card denctes sormecne who is deep, wise, knowe when ta
be silent; is psychic, amotional, able to be solfary, but also abls to impart wisdom
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with rmeturity and responsibility. Socmmeabl:bbemllonoughwmgmd

wisdom Tendency to day dreaming and over-passaivity.

King of Cups: Reindeer

Time of year; Samhain Sement: Water-Sarth

The reindeer stand at the cusp where the elemenls and sarth meet, thus water

becomes ice. Reindeer are wonderfully suited to living in icy environments, with their

thick fur and specizlly sdspted hooves. They inhabited Eurcee in the Ics Ages, and

wers considerad guides, pathfinders- as the tribes followed the migratory herds,

craating tracks threugh the landscape. These gentie reindeer stand before 2

prehistoric tent made of woolly mammoth banes, tusks and fur.

At this time of year reindeer eat the fly agaric mushrooms, whole herds keeling over

‘drunk’. These mushrocms are toxic 10 humans.

Divination: Drawing this card denctes companionship, deep friendship. A sharing of

profeund understanding, a mutusl love of nowtedge from the past. Possible

creation of & home togather, a sense of home-coming and enduring friendship.

Page of Stones: Wren

Time of year; Samhait Sement; Earth

The card shows & grean mossy stone in which the wren may rest. A small golden

209 and incisad symbole may be found on the stane. A goldorest nestles in fs

mossy depths and a wren stands above amidst the vy,

Oniginally the goldcrest would have been the mmore sacred bird, with its plumage of

red, white, black and green, but since # has become 50 rars, its Mythos has been

fransferred to the wren

The wren was an oracular bird to the druids, held to know the secrate of the

otherwerld as # appears to dissppssar into tree roots, walls and vy; crovices

setween worlds. There was & crusl tradition of ‘hunting the wren' on St Stephen's

Day (Dec 26th) when wrens were caught, beatan to desth with sticks, thea displayed

in @ glass lantem, representing the death of the oid year. What a barbaric vay to

366 it cut, especially s the wren signified the innar heart of the land.

Divination: Someone who speaks with a quict but persistent voice of secrats and

mystaries that elude others, who may be shy, and underestimstad: but should not be

overiooked. Someane who loves nature, and is gently aware of #ls subtieties, and

has ‘their car clese to the ground'. Being silent to hear the voice of your inner heart.
i Stones: Wolf

Time of year; Towards Mdsummer Bement, Earth

Avolf provds through a snowy winter landscape, above a Pictish (Scottish) stone

canving of @ welf. The Midsummer sun rises over the hills, shining through a delmen,

light illuminating matter. Wolvee have sadly been exterminated in Britsin, though

they are being protecied and reintreduced in other parts of Europe. Much

misunderstood, they are still ferocious and accomplished hunters, provwding scross

huge territones. They were domesticated prehistonically.

Divination: Thie card ig ane of guardianship. Someons who i2 essentially protective,

a loyal companion on long jourmeys, who remains their own person. A defender of

your boundaries, leaving you safe to withdraw fromthe werld. A provider, but one

who is not tied fo a life 3t home, but is restiess. Their power needs matching to hold

them
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Queen of Stones: Bear

Time of yesr, Midvanter Bement: Earth

A bear and cub hibernate. The skull is that of a cave bear with its thigh bone
ingerted in the jaw, placed in a ritualised eatting by Neanderthals (Drachenioch cave
¢.45,0008CE) This is the sarliest surviving European example of caremonial burial
and proves that the sacred mythology of bears is very ancient. (see The Guardian. )
Divination: This card is to do with baing st one with the heartbeat, the rhythm of the
earth, feeling content, secure, 5t home, protected by the Great Mother, able to sleep
deeply and in peace. A person who is sarthy, takes their ime; is secure in the way
that they live, strong and fierce in defence if necessary.

The King of Stones: Horse

Time of year. imbolc Bement: Carth

The horse shown is & Prezewalski or Takh borse, the criginal wild horses of both
Europe and the US. TheymplcmfulnmoloeAqeandwerepanbdmthe
Palaeclithic caves. Almost extinet now, & emall herd of these beautiful horses have
been reintroducad to land near the farmous cave of Lascaux in France.” This is
deeply significant 2= the horsa or rather mare, was prehistorically seen 55 the
source of all life, The Mother. This is bacause there is a similarty between the “frog’
undemeath a horses’ hoof and a vulva It is this that is carved on the sicne beside
the horse on the tarot card. Stone reliefs similar o this date from ¢ 30,0008CE.

This horse stands on a frosty winter's moming, about to dnnk from a pooal fromwhich
the ice has recently melted, The ancient ‘prehistonc’ horsetail plants grow beside it.
In the background is the chalk figure of Uffington White Horse (s8e Ace of arrows.)
Divination: Choosing this card signifies a positive change in one's e, Ahorse is 3
psychopomp-an animal that carries one batween the worlds, banging new Fe, the
oy of the reborn sun. Perhaps thers has been a fallovmess, or an unhaEpiNess in
your life that will now begin to thaw.

A pergon who is refiable, wise, practical, able to help others with problerms; both
sericus and plsyful. magical and grounded. They have their feat on the ground and
their head in the stars,
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